MarstERs Piee &
In the olden time it was no easy matter for a man to becoms a Froemason, He had to
win the right by hard work, technical skill, and personal worth, Then, as now, he had
to prova himself a free man of lawful ago and legitimate birth, of sound body and good
repute, to be eligible at all. Also he had to hind himself to serve under rigid rules
for seven ymars, his service being at once a teost of his character and a training for
his worke If he proved incompetent or unworthy he was sent avwoys

The rules by which an Apprentice pledged himself to live, na wo find them in the 81d
Chargoa, were very ptrict, lle has firat to confess his faith in God, vowing to honour
the Churé€h, the State, and the Master under whow he surved, agracing not to absment
himsaelf from the service of the Urdery save with the license of the Haater, He aurt by
honast and upright, faithful in keeping the secreta of the Craft, and tho confidi-~ce of
his foellows. lle must be obedient to the Master without argrment or murmuring, re pegtful
to all Freemasons, avoiding uncivil apeoch; free from =landepr and disputs, “ues-was ths
savere rule under which the Approntice learnsd the art and secrots of ths Cralt,

After saven years of study and discipline, either in the Lodge or at ‘he Janual Assembly, |
where Awards werc usunlly made, he presented hia "JASTLUIIECEY = wre b.t of s*ona or
metal carefully carved, for the inspection of the Haater} saying, ' "envld my e -vericnoo"
‘by which he meant the sum of his exporiments. Am a Apprentice h~ i ad apoile! ~any a bit
of =tonej he had dulled the edje of many a toolj he had spent lab>rious ma~hts and days,
and the whole was in that tiny bit of work. His MASTUHPIECE was carefu’) * e amined by
the Masters assembled} and if it was approved he was made a Hoater” "an i, entitled to
take his kit of tools and go out as a workman, 4 Master a-d Fellow 0. hia Craft = not
however until he had solected a Mark by which his wor could be identixied, and

reneved his vows to the Urder.

liasonry was not invented] it grows. Iu-—dny it un.oids its wive wna good and beautiful
truth in three noble and impressive degrees, =nu. no mani ~an take thrm to heart and
not be enobled and onriched by their dignity ~ad benuty. Th- first lays erphasis upon
that fundamental righteousncas without wh'ch .. man is 1 ¢ 4 man, but a madloy of
warring passions = that purification of nin. . which is tno basis alike of 1life and
religion. The second degrec lays stress upun the c-ltu e of the mind, the training of
it faculties in the quest of knowledic, withort (hic; man remain= a child, The Third
sacks to initinte wa, symbolicall-, 1.%0 the et.rnat life, making us victors over
denth before it arrives. The Fira If]thn a2 of Youth, the Secehd the Degree of
Fanhood, the Third the consolat.-n and ronyue. t of Uld Age, when the evening shadows
fall and the Eternal Worle and 'ts unknr. - adventure draw nears

what then, for each of u.. i~-day, im muant by thn MASTIN'S PIECE? Is it simply a
quaint custom handed don~ {rom our ar~ient brethren, in which wo learn how an
Apprentice was mad~ a Master of Lis “rafty It is that indeed, but much more. Unless
we have eyes to see - fouble meani..y everywhere in liasonry, a moral application and a
spiritunl sugge.tdo., we sce Llttle or nothing. ut if we hava ayes to see, it ia
alwnys a parab’a, an allepsry, 1 symbolj and the Master's I'ince of olden times bucomes
an emblem >f tha. upon which every man is working all the time and averywhera,whethep
he ia awars ~ 4t or nut, 4“is charactery his personality, by which he will be tested
and tried 2t the las‘, C*.ractery nm the word meana, is something carved, sumething
wrout ou. o. the r.. s*uff and hard waterial of lifec. All we tdo, all we think, goes
into *he .waking o. i1,

o onN of ug !s strong enough not to nemd the conpanion=hip of good men, and the
venueeration oy great ideala. Hero lies Perhapas Lthe decjpecat meaning and value of
Harmonrys It is a followship of man mecking goodneeag and to yield:oursalives to ita fih
Lnfluencﬂ. to be drawn into {ts apirit aud quost, is to be oade botter than ourselvas,

Amid such influences ench of us his making, his MASTLA'S PIUCE. God is all the time
rofining, poliashinpg, with strokes now tendery, now terrible. That 18 the meaning of
paln, sorrow, death. It is the Chisel of the Master cutting the rough atone, How hard
the mallet strikes] But the stone becoies a pillar, an arch, perhaps an altar amblem,
The masterplece of life, at once the beat service to man and the falrest offering to
God, is a pure, faithful, herodec, beautiful Character,
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